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PSU TRAGEDY 


Bystander helped nab 
driver in hit-and-run 


AimeeGreen The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Quick action by a bystander who took a burst of pho- 
tos with his phone helped police catch the 61-year-old 
man accused of intentionally running his SUV into three 
women at Portland State University last week. 

Police got the license plate of the blue 2005 Mazda Trib- 
ute from the photos and — within three hours — arrested 
Greg Phillip Porter as he sat in his SUV parked in Northeast 
Portland, according to a probable cause affidavit made pub- 
lic Tuesday. 

Prosecutors released the affidavit shortly after Porter 
made his first appearance in Multnomah County Circuit 
Court to hear nine criminal charges against him. 

Porter is accused of three counts of attempted aggra- 
vated murder, three counts of hit-and-run driving, two 
counts of first-degree assault and one count of second-de- 
gree assault. If convicted of attempted aggravated murder, 
he faces a minimum of 10 years in prison under the state’s 
Measure 11 law. 

SEE DRIVER, A8 
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Roseanne’ canceled after tweets 
ABC pulls the plug on Roseanne Barr’s show after her 
racist tweet about ex-Obama adviser Valerie Jarrett. A18 
SPORTS 


Heather Roberts to coach boys 


Yamhill-Carlton High School names veteran girls coach 
Heather Roberts to coach boys varsity team. B1 
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THE VANPORT FLOOD 70 YEARS LATER 


The day an entire 
city disappeared 
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When dikes holding back Smith Lake gave way, 10-foot-high waves washed over Vanport City. File photo 


May 30, 1948: Once the second largest city in Oregon, Vanport vanished 


Douglas Perry The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Fire Capt. Robert O. English couldn’t 
believe what he was seeing. 

“I ran back outside and saw Fire Station 
No. 3 floating down the street, the water 
pouring in, people running and scream- 
ing,” he would write later. “I then looked up 
the street and saw the second wall of water 
coming down and whole units, buildings, 
floating toward me... I was knocked down 
by a refrigerator that was floating by in the 
swift current.” 

English, like everyone else in Vanport 
City on May 30, 1948, was ill-prepared for 
that wall of water. 

Before dawn on Memorial Day 70 years 
ago, as the swollen Columbia River heaved 


on the perimeter, local officials had deliv- 
ered notices throughout the sprawling devel- 
opment north of downtown Portland. 

“Barring unforeseen developments,” the 
notice said, “Vanport is safe.” 

Those unforeseen developments devel- 
oped within hours of the message’s arrival 
under residents’ doors. The makeshift rail- 
road dike protecting the floodplain from 
Smith Lake cracked and then gave way 
shortly after 4 p.m. Water crashed down on 
the community, giving many residents just 
minutes to run for their lives. People formed 
human chains to help each other reach 
safety. 

But Vanport wasn’t just flooded — it was 
washed into oblivion, wiped from the map. 
SEE VANPORT, A8 
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Partly sunny 


Vanport numbers 


72,000: Workers who came 
to Portland during World War 
Il to work in the shipyards. 


42,000: Workers and their 
families living in Vanport at 
the peak of its population. 


18,500: Population of 
Vanport in May 1948, 
about 6,300 of whom 
were African-American. 
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